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Walton, introduced a Bill dealing with the same subject-
matter ; under the latter Bill, however, trade unions and
their executive committees were made responsible for certain
breaches in the law committed by their members. Sir John,
adopting the conclusions of the Royal Commission, insisted
on the necessity of this provision : the other course, he said,
would create a " privileged proletariat."
However, this safeguard so strongly antagonised the
Labour Party, and even many Liberals, that the Govern-
ment "gave way, and it was the humiliating task of the
Attorney-General to come down to the House of Commons
and announce that the Government had surrendered to the
trade unionists. And so the measure was passed which seemed
at the time to give complete and absolute immunity to
trade unions to conspire, not only against their employers,
but against the State, and which undoubtedly led, twenty
years later, to the General Strike.
This was the first blow to the prestige of the Government,
as serious as it was unexpected. Upon Carson fell the duty of
leading the attack. His speech on the 3rd August was
merciless against Lawson Walton, who was personally an
intimate friend of his own. But the Attorney-General had
allowed himself to be used as a catspaw, and had clone
something of which Carson's nature was incapable. By his
action Carson considered that Walton had degraded his
profession, and justified all the cheap sneers which are often
made at the expense of lawyers. Carson's speech was a real
philippic against his unfortunate colleague, ** There is no
precedent for this," he said, " in all the laws of this country.
What the Attorney-General ought to have said so as to
make the thing quite complete was, * as regards wrongful
s acts committed by trade unions, all the laws of this realm,
whether Statute or Common, arc hereby repealed/ * * . Or
he might have put it in another interesting form. Ho might
have said,c The King can do no wrong : neither can a trade
union.9 " Then, pointing a finger of scorn and accusation
at the Attorney-General, he said, " I want nothing more to
condemn this proposal than the words of the Attorney him-
self, and which he has now ignominiously eaten* The